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actually in force, as between the several territories under French
mandate in the Levant, for giving effect to their communities of
economic interests was to be formally recognized by Syria (Art. 8).
And the article guaranteeing the protection of minorities, which
had been conspicuous by its absence in the Anglo-'Iraqi Treaty,1 was
not omitted in the French Government's draft, in which Article 7
was to the following effect:

The Syrian Government undertakes to maintain in force the per-
manent guarantees of public law which are laid down in the Constitution
of the state of Syria in favour of individuals and communities, and to
give full effect to these guarantees.

In the matter of the rights, and the personal statute, of racial and
religious minorities, it undertakes to insure them a treatment in con-
formity with the general principles which have been accepted by the
League of Nations in this connexion.

The first of the two protocols provided for the conclusion of the
military agreements which were implied in Article 5 of the treaty,
the agreement on officials which was contemplated in Article 6, and
the judicial, financial and establishment agreements which were
required by the terms of the mandate.

The two exchanges of letters were both concerned with the vexed
question of the future relations between the state of Syria and the
two governments of Ladiqlyah and the Jabalu'd-Duriiz. The first
pair of letters provided that, as soon as the exchange of ratifications
of the treaty had taken place, the two governments should be brought
under the authority of the state of Syria in the two matters of
judicial appeals and the administration of awqdf. In the second pair
of letters, the Syrian Prime Minister declared that the Syrian Govern-
ment regarded the two territories as forming part of Syria, but
recognized at the same time that the particular situation of these
regions made it necessary to assure to them a special regime which
ought to be an expression of the wishes of their inhabitants. The
French Government, in reply, set forth their own point of view in
the matter;

The French Government is prepared to examine, immediately before
the moment when the request for the admission of Syria to membership
of the League of Nations will be presented, the modifications that it may
be feasible to make in the existing position of these two autonomous
governments. This examination mil extend both to the definition of
the regime of these two governments and to the conditions in which
the administrative and financial autonomy, now enjoyed by them, is
to be maintained and guaranteed. Properly qualified representatives
of the populations concerned will be invited to take part in this study,
1 See the present volume, pp. 198 seyq., 285-8, above.